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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, OCTOBER 19%4

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Series updated since the September 1994 issue are:
business expectations, population; labour force; industrial
disputes; housing finance: building approvals; building
comnmencements; established house price indexes; price
indexes of house building materials; retail turnover; new
moetor vehicle registrations: State accounts; and
engineering construction work.

Notable movements in this issue include:

In the short term, business expectations of sales
growth in the ACT (3.8%) are stronger than the
Australian figure of 2.3 per cent. In the medium
term, sales are expected to increase by 2.3 per cent
in the ACT aad 4.1 per cent nationally.

The estimated resident population of the ACT at
31 March 1994 was 300,300, an increase of 900 in
the Muarch guarter 1994 and 1,700 since March
1993. The 0.3 per cent growth in the population in
the March 1894 quarter was the same as that
reported for Australia in the same period.

Trend labour force participation rates iy the ACT
increased by 0.4 per cent in Seplember 1994 to
reach 73.1 per cent, the highest level since
December 1993. Nationally, (he participation rate
increased by 0.2 per cent to 63.1 per cent, the
highest it has been since June 1991 when it was

~also 63.1 per cent,

Trend estimates of the value of housing
cammitments in the ACT fell by 0.4 per cenl in
July 1994. In the twelve months from July 1993,
however, the value of housing commitments in the
ACT increased by 21.0 per cent to
$4.234.4 milhon.

The ACT price index for established houses fell by
0.8 per cent in the June quarter 1994 and remained
unchanged from June 1993. Nationally. the index

increased by 1.2 per cent in the guarier and
3.4 per cent over the year,

Trend estimates of retail (urnover were 3.3 per cent
higher in July 1994 than recorded in July 1993. A
number of components to the total showed growth
over the year with Newsagents and Floor coverings
stores (both uapublished in ACT Business
Indicators) showing the greatest increases with
July 1994 being 13.3 per cent and 10.5 per cent
higher, respectively. Grocers. confectioners and
tobacconists and Butchers (also unpublished) were
the other components to show strong growth in the
period with increases of 6.2 per cent each.

Trend estimates of new motor vehicle registrations
revealed there were 13 fewer new motor vehicles
registered in the ACT in August 1994, a fall of
1.4 per cent from the previous month. Nationally
there were 20 fewer new motor vehicles registered
in the period.

The ACT recorded increases in trend series Gross
State Product of 0.6 per cent in both the March and
June quarters. This growth has slowed slightly due
lo some of the components (Wages, salaries and
supplements and Net iadirect taxes) showing falls
in recent periods. Trend estimates of State [inal
demand in the ACT also showed reasonable growth
with increases of 0.4 per cent and 1.0 per cent on
the previous quarter and same peried last year,
respectively.

The value of engineering construction work done in
the ACT in the June quarter 1994 increased by
6.0 per cent to $42.1 million. All States and
Territories showed an increase in the value of work
done in the period. producing a national increase of
15.8 per cent in the June quarter 1994

DALMA JACOBS
Statistician Auvstralian Capital Territory

INQUIRIES

®for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related

unpublished statistics contact Leonie Peadon on Canberra (06) 207 0286 or any ABS State office.

® for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on
Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State oftice.
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_TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES,
v DECEMBER QUARTER 1994/SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1995
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

{per cent)
Austrafian
Capital
Period Territory Australia
Short-term
Sept. 1993-Dec. 1993 1.1 3.6
Dec. 1993-Mar. 1994 0.1 - 1.4
Mar. 1994--fune 1994 1.6 1.9
June 1994-Sept. 1994 1.3 19
Sept. 1994-Dec. 1094 iR 2.3
Medium-term
Sept. 1993-Sept. 1994 1.5 29
Dec. 1993-Dec. 1994 2.7 31
Mar. 1994-Mar. 1995 18 39
June 1994—Tune 1995 6.2 3.3
Sept.  1994-Sept. 1995 23 4.1

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, OCTOBER 1994

Austration Capital Territory

Australio

Change from Change from

Change from

Change from
same period

previous  same period previous
Latest perind previous year Latest peried previous year
Indicator Unit figure %) (%) figure {55} (%)
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, March gir 84 000 300.3 0.3 [1X3) 17 803.3 0.3 1.0
Natural increase no. R20 5.8 -136 34 933 6.1 -84
Net migration no. 54 - 103 96.9 22 528 446.4 22.8
Total increase no. 874 246.8 -67.4 57 461 557 L7
LABOUR FORCE. Sept. 94p
Original series
Employed ') 154.9 0.5 1.8 8 087.4 2.6 39
Unemployed 000 1.8 11.3 -4 R30.8 4.] —10.8
Unempioyment rate(a) % 7.1 10,9 -53 3.3 1.1 —-13.1
Participation rate(a) % 72.9 11 —04 63.8 2.6 1.1
Long-term unemployed (Aug. 94) 0 3 445 543 242 290 072 — -13.3
Long-term unemployed as percentage total
unermployed (Aug. 94} % e BEN 325 364 0.8 -0.3
Trend series
Employed ) 155.2 n3 2.1 7 984.0 0.3 LR
Lnemployed L1 12.0 2.6 —48 830.7 -0.7 —-12.6
Unemployrmenl rate(a) % 7.2 29 —6.3 94 -1.1 —14.5
Participation rate{a) g 73.1 0.4 -1 63.1 02 0.6
JOB VACANCIES, May qtr 94 000 1.9 20,7 18.8 49.4 7.6 6in
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, June 94
Working days lost 000 - - - 100 28.4 21.4 —43.2
Days lost per "000 employees {year ended June 94) no. 80 -24 10429 o1 -3.2 —46.5
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE., July 94
Secured commitments to individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings $m 102 4.1 -56 755.9 —6.4 233
Purchase of new dwellings $m 16.8 -13.0 4.3 1939 —-123 127
Purchase of established dwellings $m 58.0 -23.3 39 2939.1 — 147 9.8
Total housing commitments $mi 93.4 - 22.6 0.9 3 8889 - 134 2.4
Seasonally adjusted series
Total housing commitments $m 102.1 -8.3 1.0 4 1389 0.7 1.6
Trend series
Total housing commitments $m 106.7 -4 12.3 42344 - 0.0 206
BUILDING APPROVALS. Ang. 94
Dwelling units no. 238 - 19.9 50.8 18 778 226 223
Value of new residential $m 212 -24.8 - 478 17974 31.0 43.1
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 49 -58 222 239.8 28.9 333
Value of non-residential $m 219 -65.9 836 ¥08.2 46.3 2.1
Value of tntal building $m 48.0 - 50.9 - 182 2 905.3 35.0 27.1
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, Junz qtr 94
New houses no. 360 3.0 - 378 33 632 17.2 10.2
Value ol houses commenced Sm 424 4.7 -339 31709 20.6 16.8
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 50.7 - 683 - 220 23223 2.9 20.8
Value of total commencements Em i58.5 —42.7 -215 71712 12.9 181
PRICE INDEXLS
Established house price index, June gtr 94 {1989-90=100.0) 1338 -08 — 1109 1.2 34
Price index of house building materials, Aug. 94 th) 1514 -0.1 1.4 155.0 0.3 3.2

For foomotes see end of table.
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Australian Capital Territory

Change from Change from
previous  same period

Change from Change from
same period

Latest period previous year Latest perind previous year
Indicator {init Sfigure (%) (%) fipure ()
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, June gtr 94 (1989-90=100.0)
Food 111.4 -04 2.6 109.5 0.3 1.4
Housing 99.3 0.5 -1.1 94.4 0.7 -08
Transportation 117.8 2.1 2.6 115.2 L8 2.8
All groups 112.0 a.5 15 112 07 1.7
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, May gtr 94
Original series
Males by 7140 0.2 5.9 625.1 2.1
Femalex b 496.0 1.1 2.7 422.8 4.1
Total persons £ 6025 02 4.0 5318 28
Trend series
Males b 720.5 2.1 7.7 6254 1.8
Females $ 4925 1.4 34 4208 3.1
Total persons ¥ 665.1 1.7 57 530.7 2.3
RETAIL TURNOVER, July 94
Origingl scries
CGrrocers, conlectoners, wohacconists $m 3.8 -4 1.0 2 529.6 0.6 1.1
Department and general stores $m 22.8 -2.0 13.2 821.5 -93 76
Holels, tiguor stores, licensed clubs $m 13.3 11.8 -0 10976 7.8 11.1
All other stores $m 78.8 4.6 1.4 4 108.2 3.8 9.1
Total $m 166.7 2.5 2.2 & 556.9 2.0 6.7
Trend series
Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists $m 534 -0.4 602 2 5703 05 4.3
Department and general slores $m 239 -0.4 4.4 923.1 -0 5.0
Hotels, liquor stores, licensed clubs $m 13.1 08 48 11131 L. 1.6
All other steres $m 781 -— 2.9 4 1240 0.4 1.8
Totat Sm 168.5 -a.1 33 & 730.5 2] 6.8
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, June qtr 94
Original series
Room nights ne. 199.2 -2.6 6.5 n.a. LE
Takings al current prices $m 17.2 - 1.7 8.2 f.&, n.a.
Takings at 1989 .90 prices $m n.a. na. .a. n.a. n.a.
Seasonally adjusted senes
Room nights no. 207.0 -28 14.7 n.i. N
Takings af cutrent prices $m 17.3 -55 .8 n.iL n.a.
Takings at 19899 prices $m n.a n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
‘Trend series
Room nights no. 209.5 -0.1 2.6 n.a. n.a.
‘Takings at current prices $m 17.7 -1.1 9.3 n.a. na.
Takings at 1989-%{) prices $m n.a. na n.a. n.a. 1.4,
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, August 94
Motor vehicles no. 1072 18.5 - 14.9 52 930 ne
Seasonally adjusted molor vehicles no. 860 =30 —20.5 48 793 -4.6
‘Irend motor vehicles no. 923 -14 -73 51 067 11.5
INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT
MOVEMENT, June gtr 94
Originating "000 tonnes 1029 1247 {339 4 663.2 3.3 6.1
Receiving 000 tonnes 122.4 -34 -1.6 4 663.2 33 6.1
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOUNTS, June gtr 94
Original series
Gross State product at current prices $m 2289 4.5 5.4 107 566 4.7 6.0
State fingl demand at average 1989-90 prices $m 3 041 9.4 =27 99 234 8.0 40
Private tinal consumption expenditure $m 1299 29 31 66 237 36 4.8
Privale gross fixed capital expenditure $m 265 227 -26.0 17102 12.0 89
Trend series
Ciross State product at current prices $m 2295 0.6 30 108 656 1.5 5.5
State final demand at average 1989-90 prices $m 2961 0.4 i0 98 137 1.4 43
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1318 -04 3.0 67 518 1.3 2.3
Private pross fixed capital expenditure $m 254 -1.2 —14.5 16 895 2.6 9.5

{#) Change shown in terms of percentage points. (b) ACT data 1986-87 = 100.00, Australia 1985-86 = 1000,

Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, BSQ1.0, 8634.0, 8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 92140, 9301.0.



_ TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Latest
Indicator Lnit period NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
LABOQUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) D00 Sept. 94p 26692 19919 14469 650.0 798.5 194.8 78.4 155.2 79840
Unemploymenl. rate (1rend) % Sept. %4p 9.2 10.5 9.1 10.4 82 101.4 7.7 7.2 04
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved no. Ang. 94 6224 3 o4 5337 1078 2309 201 260 238 18 778
Value of non-residential
building approved m Aug. 94 460.3 111.5 144.9 326 771 12.0 7.8 21.9 868.2
Value of all buildings approved Sm Aug. %4 12513 462.2 645.3 1232 269.3 386 67.4 48.0 29053
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done $m June gtr 94 | 2645 7030 7483 197.3 469.2 0.1 535 42,1 35479
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) 3% May gtr 94 632.7 6135 582.1 598.0 612.0 592.6 634.2 716.0 616.0
RETAIL TRADE
Retail tumover (trend} $m July 94 Jooed 21177 15373 6533 BR5.8 2484 - 1685 8 7305
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend) no. Mar. qir 94 29006 1 3292 23240 471.0 761.7 256.6 2779 21007 8 5317
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. Aug. 1954 18 247 11 520 9 986 3373 5208 1284 526 923 5t 067
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1989-90=100.M
Food June qtr 94 109.4 107.9 1802 1131 109.9 112.2 113.1 111.4 109.5
Housing June qir 54 959 924 100.7 919 B1.8 04.2 104.5 99.3 94.4
Transportation June gtr 94 1127 117.5 1138 1iB.5 1160 112.8 113.9 117.8 115.2
All Groups June qir 94 110.0 1120 1115 144 109.1 - 112.4 1124 112.0 111.2
Average retail prices (cents)
Milk, carton, supermarkel sales 1 litre June gir 94 102.0 104.0 1N5.0 97.0 104.0 11040 G4.0¢ 105.0 na
Bread, white loal, sliced,
supermarket sales R0 g June qir 4 166.0 1530 146.0 126.0 124.0 1534.0 168.0 167.0 n.a.
Beef, mmp sleak 1kg June yir 94 I 283 1102 1148 1164 1 049 1097 1246 1 072 na
Chicken, frozen 1 kg June qtr 94 2950 3230 305.0 3290 210 344.0 355.0 2790 n.i.
Potatoes 1 kg Tune gir 94 74.0 700 730 630 99.0 0 R1.0 63.0 n.a.
Tea 250 g June qtr 94 186.0 1820 179.0 1640 180.0} 199.0 200.0 185.0 ni.
Scotch nip, public bar 30 ml Sune qir 94 2920 2540 2370 313.0 365.0 20040 280.0 266.0 na.
Private motoring — petrot,
leaded 1 litre June qtr %4 68.7 70.2 61.8 N7 69.3 5.2 137 71.9 na
Private motoring — petrol,
unieaded 1 lire June gtr 94 67.7 69.2 60.8 69.6 68.3 T4.4 72.8 70.9 na.
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Fatest
Indicator periad NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust,
LABQOQUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) Sept. 94p 4 0.1 0.4 04 0.3 -{.] 1.4 0.3 03
[Inemployment rate (trend) Sept. 94p -21 — — -1.0 — - 1.0 27 29 -1.1
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dweiling units approved Aug. 94 434 I3 189 12.9 9.1 --5.8 261.1 -19.9 226
Value of non-residential
building approved Aug. 94 123.3 383 4.5 -2.4 40.2 69.0 -8.2 - 659 46.3
Value «f all buildings approved Aug. 94 75.2 230 4.1 &7 14.4 23.7 3213 - 50.9 350
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done June qgtr 94 7.2 14.5 24.8 8.4 6.3 26.3 25.6 AU 15.8
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) May gtr 94 1.1 1.2 04 -0.1 0.7 04 0.2 1.4 0.9
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover (trend) Tuly 94 — 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.4 n4d n.p. -0 0.5
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HMTSE ACQCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend} Mar. qtr 94 29 38 33 — %6 1.9 2.6 1z 33 29
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Aug. 94 07 — - 1.3 - 0.5 -0.7 4.7 -35 —-1.4 —
Swil. Melh. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberma Aunst.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1989-90=101.01
Foud -0.7 o1 -0.9 a4 ~0.3 -04 0.4 0.4 -0.3
Houvsing Tune qir 94 1.3 .2 0.0 03 B¢ 1.0 0n.e .5 0.7
Transporation June qtr 94 17 23 1.6 0.8 1.8 0.8 2.3 2] 1.8
All Groups June gir 54 .8 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.9 .5 n7
Averape retail prices {cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Tune qir 94 1.0 1.0 — — — 09 — 1.0 n.a.
Bread, white loal, sliced,
supermarket sales June qtr 94 -06 -13 0.7 4.1 2.5 0.7 - -1.2 n.iL.
Beef, romip steak Tune gir 94 10 09 0.8 54 0.9 06 1.0 —45 i,
Chicken, Mrozen Tune qtr 94 8.9 77 63 ER:] 4.2 - 4.2 --3.0 -0.7 n.a,
Potatoes June gir 94 — -176 -~ 2.7 6.8 -2.0 — 5 —-69 — n.a.
Tea Tune gtr 94 4.5 1.1 23 -12 1.1 4.7 EN 4.5 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar June gir 94 3.5 0.4 4.4 0.6 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.5 n.i.
Private motoring — petrol, leaded Tune qtr 94 49 6.7 5.1 2.6 4.8 2.3 4.4 2.9 n.a.
Private moloring — petrol, unleaded Tune qtr 94 43 6.3 4.5 2.1 4.4 1.6 39 2.3 na,
Note: Figores in the above tables are either preliminary. final or tevised to previousty published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publicalion or with ABS Information
Services if the status of the statistic is importamt, Symbols used in this publication: — nil or rounded to zero; n.a. - not available: p - preliminary data; np. - not available for
puh]i{:ati(.m.
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